CHURCH EVENTS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday - March 30 — Second Sunday of Easter

8:30 Worship, Rev. Linda Barnes preaching
10:00 Worship, Rev. Linda Barnes preaching
11:15 Congregational Meeting (Stage Room)

11:15 Junior Choir Rehearsal
11:45 Hand Chimes Rehearsal
Monday - March 31 —

6:30 Adult Study - DVD and discussion on Paul (Lounge)

7:00 Boy Scouts (Stage)

7:30 AA Meeting (Library)

Tuesday - April 1
10:30 Rev. Barnes leads worship at Liberty Hall Convalescent
6:30 Women’s Fellowship Henny Simon (Sanctuary)
6:30 Discipleship
Wednesday- April 2
10:00 My Brother’s Keeper (Jerusalem)
11:00 Staff Meeting
7:00 October NOLA Mission Trip Meeting (Lounge)
7:30 AA Step Meeting (Library)
Thursday - April 3
10:00 AA Meeting (Library)
7:00 Senior Choir Rehearsal
Friday - April 4
Saturday - April 5
9:15 AA and Al-Anon (Jerusalem, Bethlehem)
Sunday - April 6 —

8:30 Worship and Communion, Rev. Linda Barnes preaching
10:00 Worship and Communion, Rev. Linda Barnes preaching
11:15 Junior Choir Rehearsal
11:45 Hand Chimes Rehearsal

OFFICE HOURS You may reach the church administrative assistant (Tom Evans)
or Rev. Barnes at the church office at 537-5189. Office hours are Monday through
Thursday from 10:30 am - 3:30 pm. Church office email is
colchesterfederate @sbcglobal.net. (note: no second “d”). Email for Rev. Linda

Barnes is Lubarnes6@sbcqglobal.net . Bulletin deadline is Tuesday noon each
week. May Crier deadline is Friday, April 18th.

WE WELCOME YOU TO THIS MORNING'’S SERVICE OF WORSHIP

We are glad you have chosen to join us. If you are new to the area or looking for a
church home, we hope you will fill out the information card in the pew and place it
in the offering plate. Ask about nursery care, Sunday school, youth groups, choir,
and adult education opportunities. For further information, please speak with a
member of the congregation or Pastor Linda Barnes. Please join us downstairs for
coffee and fellowship following the 10:00 am service.

If you are interested in joining our church, please speak to Rev. Barnes.

WARNING

The members of the Colchester Federated Church are hereby warned to meet at a
Special Meeting to be held immediately following the 10:00 AM worship service on
Sunday, March 30, 2008, for the following purposes:

1. To discuss and vote on setting aside $27,000 from the 2007 gift to fund the
positions of Christian Education Director and Youth Resource Leader for a
period of three years. An additional $173,000 to endow the future of these
positions will be voted on by the end of June 2008.

2. To discuss and vote on allocating $9,000 to fund a replacement commercial
dishwasher for the church kitchen.

3. To schedule a Special Congregational Meeting for Sunday, June 22, 2008, to
consider how to spend the remaining funds from the 2007 gift following
approval of the parking lot Master Plan.

4. Any other business suitable and proper to come before said meeting.

Dated this 11" day of March 2008,
Susan Thomson, Church Clerk

ADVANCE NOTICE OF PROPOSED BY-LAW CHANGE:
To be acted on at our May Congregational meeting — To have a representative
from Mission of Wellness as a member of Diaconate.




WORSHIP AT THE COLCHESTER FEDERATED CHURCH
Phone 537-5189 www.ColchesterFederatedChurch.org
Rev. Dr. Linda U. Barnes, Pastor
Patricia Korenkiewicz, Director of Music
Second Sunday of Easter
March 30, 2008
10:00 a.m.

TOLLING OF THE BELLS
During the Prelude, those gathered in the Sanctuary prayerfully prepare for worship.
PRELUDE

Fanfare Lemmons

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PASSING THE PEACE The Peace of Christ be with you...  And also with you.

INTROIT Sing a Joyful Song Crocker
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: The disciples were hiding in fear, and Jesus came and breathed on them
saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
All: Lord Jesus, breathe on me; give me strength today.
Holy Spirit, work in me. For this | pray.
Leader: We follow the risen Christ, and are filled with God’s Spirit.
All: Lord Jesus, breathe on me; give me strength today.
Holy Spirit, work in me. For this | pray.
Leader: Throughout our lives, as we follow Jesus, our faith grows, and we are
strengthened.
All: Lord Jesus, breathe on me; give me strength today.
Holy Spirit, work in me. For this | pray.

UNISON INVOCATION We lift our voices in praise and thanksgiving, O God, for
the end is no longer the end, but the beginning. Overwhelm us with alleluias, so
that we may renew our world with the vision of peace and justice that you
would have us live. Amen.
*HYMN Christ Is Alive #108

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION Guided Meditation

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

God raised Jesus to new life, and God raises us to new life. So take a deep breath in
joy and thanksgiving that God loves us, forgives us, and gives us new life. Amen!
ALL: Thanks be to God! Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI #579

CHILDREN'’S TIME Start Spreading the News Tracy Bausum

ANTHEM Worthy Is The Lamb from "Messiah" Handel

SCRIPTURE READING  John 20:19-31 (Tracy Gale, Deacon) ; 1 Peter 1:3-9

SERMON Faithful Doubt

*HYMN We Walk By Faith # 399

GATHERING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (trespasses)
CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY Ye Sons and Daughters Fedak

*DOXOLOGY Praise God from whom all blessings flow.

Praise God all creatures here below.

Praise God above ye heavenly Host.

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen (tune of #591)

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION
We offer these gifts to you, O God, that they may serve your purposes in the
world. And we offer ourselves as witnesses to your love. Help us to witness in
Christ’s name and on Christ’s behalf in our living each day. Amen

*CLOSING HYMN

In the Garden Back of Bulletin

*BENEDICTION AND POSTLUDE Grand Jeu Lasceux

*Indicates that all who are able may stand



In The Garden

John 20:14-18 C. Austin Miles, 1912
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NEW DAYTIME BIBLE STUDY STARTING APRIL 7

Beginning Monday April 7th at 11:00 a.m. there will be a new daytime Bible study
focusing on the scriptures that will be read in worship the following Sunday. These
lectionary readings are the same scriptures read in many Christian churches, both
Protestant and Catholic. They are arranged in a three-year cycle, and arranged to
cover most of the major scriptural topics during that time. We'll be using some
background study resources from our Whole People of God curriculum--and also
relate the scriptural word to our own lives and time. (If you are interested in
attending but not available Monday, Wed. at 1:30 p.m. is another option for time.)

ADULT EDUCATION — ECLIPSING EMPIRE DVD SERIES ON PAUL

Our 12-week DVD series continues Monday night with our fifth session focused on
an understanding of Paul's vocation as we continue to explore the message of this
epistle writer. We start at 6:30 by sharing soup and bread. It's not necessary that
you attend every session. We hope you will join us for as many of our sessions as
you're available. Please speak to Lori Hall or Rev. Linda with any questions.

BACK BAY MISSION TRIP

There are still thousands of homes in the Gulf area that are uninhabitable. In the
last two years we at Colchester Federated Church have been very committed to
helping in The UCC Disaster Response Recovery.

On April 19th six, four adults and two youth will be traveling to Back Bay Mission in
Biloxi, Mississippi. We will be helping repair homes damaged by hurricane Katrina
and sharing God’s love with those families.

As many of you know, the trip is not free. The volunteer is responsible for the cost
of the air travel, renting a vehicle and paying for food and shelter.

To help defray the cost of this trip one can write a check to CFC and in the memo
line write “Back Bay Mission Trip”.

Thank you for your support and prayers.

Donna and Ron Hathaway, Cindy Bourassa, Nancy Dooley, Siobhan Dooley, and
Patrick Dooley

THE DIACONATE INVITES YOU TO PRAY ABOUT YOUR PIECE IN OUR
CHURCH PUZZLE. Where do you fit in? Where would you like to fit in? What role
is God calling you to fill? Please pray about this during the next week or two and
then...
1. Make sure you get your puzzle pieces after church!
2. Write your name and how you'd like to fit into our puzzle onto the BACK of
the large colored puzzle piece.
3. Bring both pieces back to church. The small piece (an actual puzzle piece of
a picture of our church) will go in the tin with the picture of our church on it.
4. The large piece will go into the Offering Plate and then on to Gifts and
Leadership. We'll display the pieces on the wall as a visual of all of us.
5. We'll make the actual puzzle of our church.

We hope YOUR piece will be part of our beautiful picture!

WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP GUEST SPEAKER — APRIL 1ST

The next meeting of Women's Fellowship will be held on Tuesday, April 1st. This
meeting is open to all the church family and begins at 6:30 p.m. The evening's
program will be speaker Henny Simon who is a Holocaust survivor. Her
presentation is approximately 90 minutes and should bring to life a part of history
we have only read about or watched in movies. Please join us. Refreshments will
be served afterwards.

YARD SALE - Planning on any WINTER or SPRING CLEANING in your home or
garage? Please save those usable items for our 3 annual Yard Sale in July!
Note that we do not take any clothing or broken items, but all else is welcome.
Thank-you! Sponsored by the Fundraising Committee

EVERYONE PLEASE NOTE

Recently on three different occasions, Dave Hock, our custodian, has found our
church building unlocked and lights on. Often it is at night, recently there was one
morning as well. Please, EVERYONE, lock the building, make sure the doors are
latched and turn out the lights when you leave. If another group is there, feel free to
remind them to lock up or check to be sure they have a key. If you find the building
unlocked at any time, please slide a note under the office door letting Tom Evans,
our administrative assistant, know. Thank you. The Ministry of Stewardship




***|n Appreciation ***

v Greeting today at 8:30 is Dolores Sawchuk. Dolores
has been attending Colchester Federated Church since
1933. She is active in Women’'s Fellowship, is the
church’s banker and is a Deacon. She enjoys making
sleeping bags for My Brother’s Keeper, volunteers for
the 2" grade Intergenerational Program at Colchester
Elementary School and is a Trustee of Bacon
Academy.

The Ushers this morning are Mitch and Lori Koziol at the 8:30 service and Jim
Caronna at the 10:00 service.

An ancient prayer

God of our life, there are days when the burdens we carry chafe our shoulders
and weigh us down; when the road seems dreary and endless, the skies gray and
threatening; when our lives have no music in them, and our hearts are lonely, and
our souls have lost their courage. Flood the path with light, we beseech Thee; turn
our eyes to where the skies are full of promise; tune our hearts to brave music;
give us the sense of comradeship with heroes and saints of every age; and so
quicken our spirits that we may be able to encourage the souls of all who journey
with us on the road of life, to Thy honor and glory.

—Saint Augustine

Second Sunday of Easter March 30, 2008

John 20:19-31 "PEACE BE WITH YOU"

Even the latest of the New Testament books were written long before the
conversion of the Roman emperor Constantine in A.D. 312. The followers of Jesus
who left us those scriptures had known only persecution at the hands of Rome.
They could never have imagined that an emperor himself would become a
Christian. In his Life of Constantine, the historian Eusebius set down the story that
has been repeated ever since: how on the night before leading his army into battle
against the new Roman emperor, Maxentius, Constantine saw a cross of light in
the heavens, and with it an inscription, In hoc signo vinces ("In this sign shalt thou
conquer"). For a Roman emperor, "conquer” could mean only one thing: martial
victory. And the triumph of Constantine's forces on the battlefield the next day only
validated his new faith.

The United Church of Christ was formed after the Second World War.Ever since
Constantine, the church had blessed the troops, who were perceived as going off
to fight in the name of Christ. Thus, when voices in our fellowship were first raised
in protest against the United States' military involvement in Vietnam, they were met
with accusations not only of disloyalty, but of apostasy. And later, when successive
General Synods called, first in 1967, for a negotiated settlement, and then in 1969,
for public protests against the war, many American Christians condemned our
stands on religious grounds. But in embracing a new attitude toward war, the UCC
did not abandon its religious principles. Rather we reached back to the Christian
church before Constantine, and recovered a history that had been somehow
obscured. An alternative to war was clearly to be found in the New Testament,
where words like "forgiveness" and "love" and "charity" predominated.

That new, yet very old, vision of the church of Jesus Christ was embodied in the
1985 pronouncement of General Synod XV: "Affirming the United Church of Christ
as a Just Peace Church.” And it is proclaimed today in many of our congregations
and Conferences.



