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The word "Lent" comes from the Anglo-Saxon word "lencten", meaning spring, or lengthen. As
winter turns into spring, the days lengthen and the earth moves into a fresh season - and we
pay more attention to the movement of the spirit in our lives. Lent invites the people of God to
be in wonder about the mystery of faith and our mystical connection to Jesus Christ. We
welcome each of you to this time of word, silence, prayer, and song.

THE GATHERING
PRELUDE
GATHERING WORDS
Who is it that you seek?
WE SEEK THE LORD OUR GOD.
Do you seek Him with all your heart?
AMEN, LORD, HAVE MERCY.
Do you seek Him with all your soul?
AMEN, LORD, HAVE MERCY.
Do you seek Him with all your mind?
AMEN, LORD, HAVE MERCY.
Do you seek Him with all your strength?
AMEN, CHRIST, HAVE MERCY.
GATHERING HYMN

"Glorify Thy Name"

INVOCATION AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
GREETING ONE ANOTHER
THE HEARING
READING FROM THE WORD:

Psalm 51 (Psalms Now)

In the shadow of your wings
I will sing your praise, O Lord.
The Lord is my light and my salvation;
Whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the refuge of my life;
Of whom shall I be afraid?

Insert

In the shadow of your wings
I will sing your praises, O Lord.
One thing I ask of the Lord,
One thing I seek;
To dwell in the presence of my God,
To gaze on your holy place.
In the shadow of your wings
I will sing your praises, O Lord.
I believe I shall see the goodness
Of the Lord in the land of the living.
O wait for the Lord!
Have courage and wait,
Wait for the Lord!
In the shadow of your wings
I will sing your praises, O Lord.
PREPARATION FOR PRAYER
(SILENT PRAYER)
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgive us, Lord, that we have not loved you with all our heart, with all our soul, with all
our mind, and with all our strength. Forgive us our coldness and indifference, our lack
of constant love, our unbelief, our false pretenses, our refusal to understand your ways.
Teach us your ways, O Lord, and let us walk in your truth. We put behind us our
stubborn independence and turn once again to you. Be tender in your mercy, Lord, be
tender in your mercy. Amen.
SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
READING FROM THE WORD

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

CHORAL ANTHEM

"God Be In My Head"

Rutter

MEDITATION
THE RESPONSE
PRAYER (unison)
O God, some of us ash our foreheads, others of us don't. Still others don't even think
about ashes; we just color our spiritual lives gray. Ashes should not be a symbol of
despair; Lent should be a season of renewal and hope. We humble our spirits today in
preparation for the new life God offers to raise from our ashes.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES
(You are invited to the table, to visit the candle and the water, to take a shell and/or stone as a
remembrance, and to receive ashes if you wish.)
(Unison) So here we are, Lord. Send us first to our knees, admitting how we have left
you out of our lives - and then to our rooms to secretly pray not only for ourselves, but
also for your wide, wonderful world which so wholly ignores you. Finally, send us into
that world, to tell it about the slowness of your anger and the quickness of your love.
Amen.
HYMN

"Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights"

Insert
vs. 1-4

BENEDICTION
See that you be at peace among yourselves, my children,
And love one another.
Follow the example of good men and women of old
And God will comfort you and help you,
Both in this world and in the world which is to come.
BLESSING
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you,
Wherever He may send you.
May He guide you through the wilderness,
Protect you through the storm.
May He bring you home rejoicing
At the wonders He has shown you.
May He bring you home rejoicing
Once again into our doors.
AMEN.

You will find offering plates by the doors of the sanctuary if you would like to make a
contribution to the budget. May this Lenten journey be a time of renewal and refreshment for
your spirit!

It is customary, Lord
to give something up
during the season of Lent.
What would you have me do without?
I who have so much.
Chocolate?
Cream cakes?
Cigarettes?
Sweets?
Swearing?
The list is endless
and I could give up all those things
for the span of 40 days
quite easily and almost painlessly.
But what difference would it make
other than making me feel "holier"
than my friend who makes no sacrifice?
What would you have me do without?
I who have so much.
Selfishness?
Conceit?
Envy?
Pride?
I fear before I ask,
That the answer might be "yes"
and the giving up
would be all too real, Lord.
It would be difficult,
painful,
sacrificial,
a real cross to carry for 40 days
and more?

